
Getting Your Financial
House In Order
A strong financial future is built like a house, one step at a time, on a solid foundation.

1.Lay the Foundation: Emergency Savings

2.Build the Walls: Your Retirement Plan

3.Clear the Ground: Manage Debt

4.Add Extensions: Outside Savings

5.Put on the Roof: Protection

Every house needs a base before anything goes up. 

Build toward 3-6 months of living expenses in an emergency fund. 
This helps prevent you from dipping into retirement savings for unexpected costs. 

Walls give your financial house its structure
Contribute at least enough to earn your full employer match - that’s free money you’d
otherwise leave on the table. 
Once high-interest debt is under control (Step 3), work toward saving 12-15% of your pay. 
Start small. Even a 1% bump, or an extra $50 a month, adds up over time. 

You can’t build on shaky ground. 
Focus on paying down high-interest debt, like credit cards. 
Every payment frees up cash flow you can redirect toward saving. 

Extra rooms for extra goals. 
Consider an IRA, Roth IRA, or brokerage account for goals beyond retirement saving. 
Spreading savings across accounts means you’re not relying solely on one alone. 

Your room shields you from storms. 
Keep adequate health, disability, and life insurance in place. 
Check that your retirement plan beneficiaries are current, especially after a big life
change. 



6.  Add the Windows: Growth & Upkeep 
Windows bring in light; upkeep keeps it all sturdy.

Diversify your investment for balance and growth 
Revisit your investment allocations as you move closer to retirement, rebalance when
needed. 
Review your contributions at least annually and stay current on your plan’s features. 

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION
For illustrative and educational purposes only. MCF Advisors, LLC (“MCF”) is an SEC-registered investment adviser. Please remember that
past performance may not be indicative of future results. Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and there can be no
assurance that the future performance of any specific investment, investment strategy, or product (including the investments and/or
investment strategies recommended or undertaken by MCF), or any non-investment related content, made reference to directly or indirectly
in this presentation will be profitable, equal any corresponding indicated historical performance level(s), be suitable for your portfolio or
individual situation, or prove successful. Due to various factors, including changing market conditions and/or applicable laws, the content
may no longer be reflective of current opinions or positions. Moreover, you should not assume that any discussion or information contained
in this presentation serves as the receipt of, or as a substitute for, personalized investment advice from MCF. Information prepared from
third-party sources is believed to be reliable though its accuracy is not guaranteed. To the extent that a reader has any questions regarding
the applicability of any specific issue discussed herein to his/her individual situation, he/she is encouraged to consult with the professional
advisor of his/her choosing. MCF is neither a law firm nor a certified public accounting firm and no portion of the webinar content should be
construed as legal, tax, or accounting advice. A copy of MCF’s current written disclosure statement discussing our advisory services and
fees is available upon request. If you are an MCF client, please remember to contact MCF in writing, if there are any changes in your
personal/financial situation or investment objectives for the purpose of reviewing/evaluating/ revising our previous recommendations and/or
services. The scope of the services to be provided depends upon the needs of the client and the terms of the engagement. 
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